CHAPTER XVIII
BUTLDIXG   THE   POLAR   AIRSHIP
Airship construction and operation is an art which has not made much progress in this country, although Knabenshue, Baldwin, and perhaps others have done interesting and valuable work on a small scale. In this country the prevailing conception of an airship is that of a gas bag of small size, relatively, covered with a netting of ropes or steel wires, and with sufficient lifting capacity, when inflated with hydrogen gas, to carry the balloon, a light framework of bamboo or wood, one or two men, and a small motor, with a sufficient supply of fuel to run it for a few hours.
Our polar dirigible is an entirely different sort of affair. Its great size enables it to lift not only the balloon, but the car of wood and steel, the three motors, comprising a total of eighty horsepower, two screws or propulseurs, a steel boat, five men, food for them for seventy-five days, instruments, tools, repair materials, lubricating oils, and 5,500 pounds of gasoline for the motors. It will be seen that in its cargo capacity our ship
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